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Lawsuit, 
harassment 
claims put 
CEO’s 
future 

in doubt 


BY STEVE VOCKRODT 
svockrodt@kcstar.com 


Ronnie Burt’s future as chief 
executive of Kansas City’s tou- 
rism and convention bureau is 
in doubt as he faces employee 
complaints and accusations in a 
lawsuit that he harassed female 
workers. 

The lawsuit, filed by Visit 
KC’s former human resources 
manager Janette Barron, claims 
she was fired after she request- 
ed an investigation into multiple 
complaints of Burt’s alleged 
harassing and bullying behavior. 

Burt wrote in a letter to Visit 
KC board members this week 
that his authority as chief exec- 
utive had been curtailed earlier 
in the year and that on Nov. 1, 
the chairman of the organiza- 
tion, Kevin Pistilli, had asked 
him to resign. 

In the letter, obtained by The 
Star, Burt references the Barron 
lawsuit and claims that three 
unnamed employees of the 
organization have been “work- 
ing in concert to discredit me 
both professionally and person- 
ally.” 

“I am not sure that you are 
aware of this and it is my belief 
that you may have been in- 
tentionally kept unaware about 
it,” Burt’s letter said of Pistilli’s 
resignation request. 

“However, to the extent that 
no successor CEO has been 
chosen, and as our organization 
already faces internal threats 
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SHANE KEYSER skeyser@kcstar.com 


A combination of Westport Public Safety officers, Kansas City Police officers and Jackson County Sheriff’s deputies monitored the crowd 


during what Kansas City police described as a typical Saturday night on Sunday, July 30, in Kansas City. 


Following council vote, 


weapons screening starts 


in Westport next spring 


BY LYNN HORSLEY 
lhorsley@kcstar.com 


“This is innovative. It’s out- 
side the box, but we feel like it’s 
going to be very effective,” said 
Kyle Kelly, co-owner of Kelly’s 


Westport will begin screening 
for weapons on weekend nights 
next spring to try to reduce 
violence crime. 

The weapons screening fol- 
lows a Kansas City Council vote 
Thursday allowing privatization 
of some sidewalks in the enter- 


Westport Inn, who has been 
involved in months of negotia- 
tions to address weekend gun 
violence. 

The council voted 8-5 in 
favor of a pair of ordinances 
that would allow the city to 
relinquish its ownership of 


tainment district. 


sidewalks along the district’s 


main entertainment corridors 
to the Westport Community 
Improvement District. 

The measures privatize the 
sidewalks on Westport Road 
from Broadway Boulevard to 
Mill Street, plus the sidewalks 
on Pennsylvania Avenue from 
40th street to Archibald Street. 

The metal detection check- 
points would be in place on 
Friday and Saturday nights 
from 11 p.m. to 4 a.m. 


Those voting for the ordi- 
nance were Mayor Sly James, 
plus council members Scott 
Wagner, Heather Hall, Teresa 
Loar, Dan Fowler, Katheryn 
Shields, Alissia Canady, and 
Lee Barnes. Those who voted 
no were Jermaine Reed, Quin- 
ton Lucas, Jolie Justus, Kevin 
McManus and Scott Taylor. 

Westport business owners 
say owning the sidewalks can 
let them screen visitors for 
weapons and lead to a reduc- 
tion in crime. Opponents worry 
the approach could lead to 
discrimination and sets a bad 
precedent of giving away public 
assets to private interests. 

The Westport Regional Busi- 
ness League originally wanted 
to privatize the main streets in 
the district after a spate of vio- 
lent, often late-night crime. The 
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U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley speaks at the U.N. 
General Assembly, where she called Thursday's vote “null and void.” 


MARK LENNIHAN AP 


UN demands Trump rescind 
declaration on Jerusalem 


BY RICK GLADSTONE 
AND MARK LANDLER 


New York Times 


UNITED NATIONS 

A majority of the world’s 
nations delivered a stinging 
rebuke to the United States on 
Thursday, denouncing its deci- 
sion to recognize Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital and ignoring 
President Donald Trump’s 
threats to retaliate by cutting aid 
to countries voting against it. 

In a collective act of defiance 


toward Washington, the United 
Nations General Assembly vot- 
ed 128-9, with 35 abstentions, 
for a resolution to demand that 
the United States rescind its 
Dec. 6 declaration on Jerusalem, 
the contested holy city. 

The resolution is nonbinding 
and therefore largely symbolic, 
but the lopsided vote indicated 
the extent to which the Trump 
administration’s decision to 
defy a 50-year international 
consensus on Jerusalem’s status 
has unsettled world politics and 


contributed to America’s diplo- 
matic isolation. 

Major allies like Britain, 
France, Germany and Japan 
voted for the resolution, though 
some allies, like Australia and 
Canada, abstained. 

Carrying out a promise to his 
base of supporters, Trump’s 
decision on Jerusalem upended 
decades of U.S. policy, aggravat- 
ing an emotional issue that has 
festered since the 1967 Arab- 
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LOCAL 


COUNCIL TO 
RESUME TALKS 


The Kansas City Council 
voted to resume talks 
with Edgemoor on a 
KCI development 
agreement. 4A 


LOCAL 


THE STAR SUES 
CITY OF OLATHE 


The Kansas City Star has 
sued the city of Olathe to 
obtain police body 
camera footage from a 
fatal August shooting. 2A 


LOCAL 


BROWNBACK 
CONFIRMATION 


Kansas Governor Sam 
Brownback will continue to 
wait for confirmation for a 
post in the Trump 
administration. 3A 


LOCAL 


PRISON WORKER 
WINS LAWSUIT 


An employee at a 

Kansas City prison won 
a $1.4 million judgment 
in a race discrimination 
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